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An Up-to-Date Navy.

United Stales naval officers do not
admit that the monster battleships
pinnned by Great Britaln and [taly
are necessarily more effective than
wiarships of the Connecticut-Louisiana
and the Michigan-8outh Carolina types.
Now that fuller detalls have reached
here regarding the Cunibertl battle-
ship, with which Italy expects to out-
class the Dreadnauglt, there is less
disposition than ever to overest)
mate the Importance of Italy's
move, The assumption that the
biggest Dbattleship ean whip one
a few hundred tons smaller leaves out
of account the matter of seamanship,

braing, courage, marksmanship, and
relntive  efficlency, says Harper's
Weekly. Amerlean warships may not

be as big as the biggest, but In per
sonaal and equipment they equal any-
thing afloat, Our newest warships
have a steaming rading of 5,000 miles,
much greater than that of any other
battleships afloat. This Is a very lm-
portant element In the fighting eM-
clency of all war vessels, and one In
which the large English and Itallan
battleships are likely to fall.

The Indifferent Citizen,

Indifference Is the blight that af-
fects all efforts for better things. The
prosperous citizen {8 optimistically
confident that things are going right
and that any slde-stepping must be
only tempoerary. So he lets them go
and Is content to think that he, at
least, has nothing to worry about
Comfortably fixed In the first cabin
with all the luxuries of modern life
about him, he cares nothing what
other people in the same ship are do-
ing—whether they are scuttling It, set-
ting It afire or preparing a mutiny;
all he knows or cares about s that it's
mighty pleasant right where he Is and
that's enought. This negligence and
Indifference clear the way for those
who do care and who have selfish ends
to serve. All the deals and machina-
tlons that make modern polities dls-
reputable are due, fundamentally, to
the neglect of the great majority to be
alert, says the Hartford, Conn.,, Cour-
ant, It is nonsense to say that soclety
itself s rotten. It holds together just
because of its sweet and wholesome
strength, The piratical element that
lives on it is tolerated, not dominant.

Our Coal Supply.

Occaslonally fears are expressed
that the coal supply of the United
States will give out. This apprehen-
slon Is entertained becaunse this coun-
try, while surpassing all others In pro-
duction, is also the greatest coal con-
sumer in the world. But every now
and then comes the announcement of
& new discovery which shows that the
limit has not yet been reached. A
veln In Pennsylvania has Just been
found which the experts say contalns
millilons on millions of tons of coal,
and they roughly estimate Its value at
$60,000,000 to $75,000,000, It is about
as difficult to convince people of the
danger of a complete exhaustion of the
conl supply ns it Is to make them be-
lleve in the reality of an lce famine.

Fredrick Peterson, M. D, President
of the New York Neurclogleal Boclely
and member of the New York Lunacy
Commlisslon, says that in the life In
New York City the friction ls greater
thaa in any other known existence en-
dured for long periods of time by large
numbers of people. Each day finds
presented the prool that more and
more we are verging on the limits of
buman endurance.

Suggestions for the New State Constitution.

BY W. H. (COIN) HARVEY.

Note—All those who are studying the
problem of ecivilization, and they &are
many, feel an interest In the constitutiom
to bo enucted by the new state of Okla-
homa. It Is an opportunity (o benefit
all mankind, wherehy the new state may
nid In solving the many guestions now
disturbing and vexing the world,

We, the people of the state of Okla-
homa. in the enactment of a fundament.
al law for the guldince of ourselves and
ponterity, herewith Nest give emphasis to
the following elementary principles up-
an which we believe a true clviligation
will be founded;

1. The true purpoge of government
rhould be the promotion and develop-
ment of the human race.

2, The welfare of the Individual s
:TI“ served by promoting the good of

3. It I essential to the advaneement
of civillzation that the people should
be honest, self-reliant, Industirious and
home owners, and it should be the con-
cern of all o prowet and promote the
common welfare, from which the In-
dividual recelves the benefits of & clvill-
zation,

4 A natlon s wenk where & ma-
Jority are tenants and lacking In self-
rellance and industry. And on the other
hand, where o people nre home owners,
Industrious and self-rellant, Lthey nre
stronger Industrially, mentally, morally
and physically

6. Selfishness and vanity In the in-
dividual I8 an embarrassment to the
true advancement of civilization,
rompting the individua!l to pluck and
njure the common good that he may
selfishly promote self, and whera this
spirit 18 dominant In a government, and

rmitted Lo grow, it s crystullized Into
aws, becomes the mother of monarchy
and tyranny and itends to the corrup-
tlon and overthrow of civilization,

6. Thah form of government Js best
that will bhold in check the vanity and
selflshness of a people and at the same
time develop an honest, self-respecting,
self-reliant, pablic spirited and indus-
wrious people, having an earnest desire
for the promotion und advancement of
clvilization,

In harmony with the foregolng prin
ciples, we the people of the state of
f:kl.nhoma. adopt the following constitu-
tion:

ARTICLE |.
Legisiative Powers,

Rectlon 1. Al legisintive puwer 18
vested in the people of the state, to be
nsserted through direct vote of the peo-
ple In the form and manner hereinafter

rovided—except those things provided
or In this constitution, which may be
altered, changed or repealed, hereafter,

by the people.

Bec. 2 The method of making laws
shall be, first, by pedilon presentod to
the state board of directors, hereinafter
provided for, signed by voters In number
ne many us five per eent of the voles
polled at the Iast previous election for
stute officers, clearly setting forth the

roposed law In form as it s desired to

w passed and asking that it be submitted
to the people. It shall be the duty of the
state board of directors on the first Mon-
day In October of each year by procia-
mation to publish, separntely stated, all
Inws thug asked for, to be voled on
the first Tuesday In March thereafter;
and each proposed law that shall re-
celve m majority of the votes cast shall
become a lnw

See, 3. BEach proposed law shall have
fts object plainly =et forth in lta title
and all slgnatures to the petitlon or pe-
titions therefor shall be personnlly ac-
knowledged before an officer authorized
lo take acknowledgments to deeds,

ARTICLE I,
Executive Department,

Bection 1. The detall of oarrying out
the policy of the people I8 executive and
= vested In a state board of directors
and such other executlive bodies ns may
be hereinafter provided for, The state
board of directors shall consist of a gov-
ernor, i secretary of state, n stnte auvdi-
tor. n state trensurer and a slate super-
fntendent of schools, who shall be elect-
~1 every two yvears, beginning with the
vear 1907 on the firnt Tuesday In March
and installed in office on  the second
Tuesday In May following. Except that
for the seur 1907 sald election of state
officers shall be held. oo oooiiies cusntue

Bec. & I shall be the duty of the
state board of direclors to supervise and
direct all husiness of the state; to sub-
mit to the peaple for thelr approval or
disapproval  all  proposed  laws  properly
petitioned for, and to carry out the will
of the people

8ee. 1 The first slate board of diree-
tors will mdapt by-laws to govern them
and thelr successors In offles, in their
proceedings, whereln o mnjority will rule;
and wherein the duties and responsibill-
ties of each will be dafined; but any part
of sald by-laws may be amended, nl-
tered or repenled by sald board op its
muceessors in office at any time by a ma-
fority vote upon 10 days' notice to each
member,

Sec, 4. The attorney general and nll
other state officers. not herein provided
for. shall be appointed by the state board
of directors and removed by them &t
will. And it shall he lnwful for the state
board of directors in ita by-laws to con-
fer this power on the governor,

A Code of Laws,

Seotion 1. Tt shall be the duty of the
stute hoard of directors to n{:mlul n com-
mission of five men to be known _as the
#“Oode Commission to compile a Code of

|injury to the state. It

et

¢ivil and criminal procedurs, snd sald
stnte bownrd of directors muy removed aond
Al vacaneles in sald commi-slon at its
lerﬂ. 3 4
, 2, 3, and 4 provide for woers of

Code Commission and ?rnrlh-al’i; eOvers
Ko under this article wil naturally sug-
Rest itwelf,
all subjects found In & state code of laws.

See. L. Bald Code Commission first ap-
pointed shall Immediately enter upon its
duties and an soon w8 practicable shali
complete and publish sald Code of laws
And it shall publish first In sald Code of
fawe this constitution, secondly the by-
Inws of the state bonrd of directors
thirdly the hy-lawe or manual it shall
adopt to govern Ita own proceedings.
Bald Code Commission and its succes-
sors whall meel as often and remaln In
senslon as long as ita dutles and pablie
business Justify. It shall give public
hearings under reasonable regulations It
shall publish annually all changes made
In the Code of laws and as often as it
deems proper It shall publish @ revised
edition of the Code of laws,

—

ARTICLE 1V,
The Judiciary,

Sectlon 1. The judiclary of the state
shall consist of one supreme court: cir-
cult courts. county courts with probate
lurisdiction, and justicos of the peace.
The Code Commission will also provide
for such municlpal courts as it may
deem advisable, It may also In such
counties as seem to be proper provide
for a separate chancery court and a sep-
urate probate court.

Sec. 2. Al judges and Justices of the
peace shall be elected by the people,

Note—The remainder of what should

ARTICLE V.
Public Schools.

Sectlon 1. Intelligence and virtue beln
safeguards of liberty and the hulwarﬁ
of n froe and good government, the state
shall ever maintain a general, suitable
and efficlent system of free schools,
whereby all persons In the state between
the ages of & and 21 years may recelve
Eratuitous instruction

Sec. 1. Prejudice, vanity., selfishness
and Ignoiance are the frultful causes of
dissension, corruption and faflure in gov-
ernment. To eliminate these evils and
create a broad minded, sell respecting,
publie spirited and honest citizenship ?s
an educational guestion. most lmportant
to all branches of government, -

Sec. 3. Education, such as commonly
Imparted in schools, equips with power
those of evil Intentions as well as those
of good Intentlons and to the extent that
education alds the former it muy work
is therefore or-
dained that the preamble to this consti-
tution be printed with large plain type,

framed and put on the wall In each
school house where all the school chil-
dren may dally read the same, And the

state superintendent of schools shall

cause to be provided a non-partisan prim-

er on the subjects In sald preamble to

be used by the teachers In such wiay as

:‘Tn)‘ be found best to impart its Instruc-
on,

See. 4. The public schools shall con-
slit of as many schools and school bulld-
ings In each school district as the trus-
lees may decide and the funds avallable
may provide for and sald school build-
Ings shall be substantially bullt, well ven-
thated and commodious in character,

See. b There shall be located and
hullt by the state board of directors two
normal school bulldings in which schools
shall be conducted solely for the train-
Ing of teachers, and the preamble to this
constitution shall in a like manner as in
other schools be publicly exhibited In the
main room of sald bulldings, and those
preparing themselves for leachers shull
be proficient in the subject thereof be-
fore belng awarded a diploma from said
schools, *

Sec, 6. Upon the Issuance by the siate
bhoard of direcars of the proclamation con-
taining proposed laws to be voted on by
the people, among other mehods of pub-
lishing and distributing the same, the
state superintendent of schools shall im-
mediately mall a sufficlent supply to each
#chool teacher In the state to be distrib-
uted to the puplls to be taken home by
them to heir parenis

Bee. 7. Bach schonl house shall bhe free
to the use of the citizens of the school
district In which it Is located to discuss
all proposed lnws submitted to the peo-
nle Provided, however. such meetings
shall be timed 5o as not to Interfere with
the regular school sesgion, except, where
desired hy the election judges. the schoo)
house may be used in which to hold
elections. 1t belng the purpose to make
the school house the corner stone of this
constitution,

ARTICLE VI.
Congressmen,
The article provides for the electlon of
United States senators and congressmen
Ly the peaple,

ARTICLE VII,
General Principles.

Sectlon 1. It is the intentlon of this
constitution to vest In the people all mat-
ters of legislation except pon-essentlals
and matters pro forma, that are vested in
A Code Commission; and to vest execu-
tive power In a few competent, success-
ful and capable business men of charac-
ter and integrity who are expected to
conduct the bhusiness of the state with the
abllity and success that successful busi-
ness men conduct private affalrs,

Note—Under this heading there shoula
be Inserted many clauses that may be
found in the constitutions of other states,

ARTICLE VIII.
Amendments—New Conatitution,
. Bection L All laws voted by the people

will be amendments to this conatitution
and will annul, al or amend any
parta hereof In conflict therewith,

Hee, 2. A constitutional conventlon mey
be oalled nt any time In the usual man«
ner of making lnws by the people, name«
ly: Ry petitions signed by as many as
five per cent of the number of volers
voltlng at the last preceding state elec-
tion and upon the same belng adopted by
v majority of the voles cast. Wheyeupon
it shall become the duty of the state
hoard of directors to Issue a call for such
constitutional convention with a basls
ropresentation, for the election of deles
cates, ns follows: * * And it shall
fix a date for the clection of sonvention
delegales not more than six months dis-
tant from the election declding to coall
the same; and a date for the convens
ing of much cmonstitutional conveniion
not more than 90 days after the election
of delegates,

Note—The foregoing suggestion of a
constitution does not atiempt fo go Into
all details, but only into so much as s
new and different from other constitu-
tions, There should be clauses provid-
ing for Indebtedness and many other
things that will suggeat themeaelves, An
article on primary elections should be
ingerted providing for nomination of
candidates, framed to permit the voters
o wive first. second and third choice
%0 08 to show a clear majority for one
candidate. 1 have fixed March inatead of
Novermber, ns = usunl for state eletions,
because winter is n better time for peos
ple to welgh and conslder quesions than
summer. It & the season of the year
when people read and reflect the most.
If it I8 claimed that such a constitution
woeuld be objectionable to the constitu-
tion of the United Statea, It Is answered
by article 2, section 10 of amendments
to the constitution of the United Btates,
which reads: “The powers not delegat-
ed to the United Btates by the constitu-
tion nor prohibited by It to the states,
are reserved to the states, respectively,
or to the people.'

The constitution here proposed omits
n legisiature,. Where a =imple democ-
racy is provided for, a legisiature is not
necessary, Experience teaches that leg-
islatures are objectlonable—resulting in
too much leglsiation; m the election of
an  unbusiness-like body, Incking In
statesmanship; and in  corruption and
confusion of ideas. “The form of govern-
ment here proposed fs Intended to ens
noble and educate the people; to place
the execution of their wishes in the
hands of a few whom they can hold
directly resparehle,  Instead of In the
hands of many who ean shif the responsi-
bility for lnches and negligence, one up=-
on the other—and the election of a judl-
clary, by the people, that will pnss upon
their form of government on all ques-
tions arising In the courts,

TO ESTABLISH PEOPLE'S LOBBY.

MUSKOGEE: In consideration of
the fact that many rarge interests
throughout the country will be repre-
sented by lobbyists at the constitu-
tional convention which meets at
Guthrie November 20, there is strong
sentiment here which Is expected to
result in a “people’s lobby,” to keep
tab on the corporation Interests dur-
ing the convention. This “lobby” will
he composed of representatives of the
people, who will look after their in-
terests, watching carefully the moves
of the men who are working for large
interests, The work of each of the
delegates, his backing and motive for
measures he supports, will be among
the things heeded by the “people's
lobby."

Lobbyists and grafters are assem-
bling Iin Guthrie ready to protect the
interests which pay them good money
for their work. It is said that it will
be especially so during the constitu-
tional convention. There are many
reasons given In support of this
statement. Should the new state
adopt a reform method agalnst the
corporations, other states wili seek to
follow the precedent established and
demand similar laws, This gives the
corporations unusual Interest In the
movements of the law makers of the
new state, and It §s quite probable
that it will be a fight to the finish.
The Standard O1l company, the book
trust, and the rallroads are already
charged with “feeling” the delegates
and attempting to influence them inte
the corporation way of thinking.
While the time for conferring with the
delegates individually has been too
brief for any material action, It is
safe to assume that the representa-
tives of these three trusts will be on
the ground, and are already fairly ac-
quainted with the situation. The
Standard Qil can see flelds of ofl In
the mew state, which are well worth
investigation; there are at present
6,000 miles of rallroad in operation;
and the book trusls are wanting to

furnish text books for the schools of
Oklahoma.
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